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Biblioteca Nazionale „Vittorio Emanuele III“ Napoli – Sezione Manoscritti e Rari, Nov 6, 2008. 
Photograph by Mono Krom.
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This book adventure is the product of the
good work of many people to who we are
very grateful indeed: Franziska Latell organ-
ised the workshop in Naples with superb
efficiency, and Maja Neumann looked after
many details that contributed to our well-
being. We received invaluable help from the
director of the Goethe Institute in Naples,
Maria Carmen Morese, and her colleagues
Barbara Pfister, Johanna Wand, and Alessio
Tagliente. The Biblioteca Nazionale Vittorio
Emanuele III in Naples and its director
Mauro Giancaspro extended a generous hos-
pitality to us. In Berlin Vera Garben was
tireless in her efforts to explain our endeav-
our to the administration of Berlin Univer-
sity of the Arts and to negotiate complicated
agreements. Elisa Storelli gave her time
unstintingly to correspond with Nanni
Balestrini. Through the study of his early
machine poetry texts and meetings in Berlin
Nanni Balestrini has become a friend. We
would like to thank him for the marvellous
collaboration.

Giovanni P. Ricciardi showed us great
generosity in allowing us to take extensive
advantage of his amazing Vesuvius diary.
John Berger presented us with one of his
very special texts, which is about the respect
for life and for the Other. Amnon Shiloah
provided us with a further jewel of a text
about Arab music, even though he was
unable to attend the Naples workshop per-
sonally. 

The Variantology series was planned from
the beginning as five volumes; this is the last
in the series. Work on the project will con-
tinue; the concrete form it will take in the
future we are leaving open for the time
being. We want to take this opportunity, the
publication of the fifth volume, to thank

everyone who was involved in the project and
the book series without whom neither would
have been possible: Christian Posthofen, edi-
tor of the Kunstwissenschaftliche Bibliothek
series for his tremendous support for the
project; Walther König, for his confidence in
us and that for many years he has allowed us
to use his publishing house as a an extravagant
laboratory; Uwe Koch and Silke Fahnert,
who have not only worked highly profession-
ally and most efficiently with us but who also
played an essential role in the distinctive look
of the series; Arianna Borrelli, who partici-
pated in all the Variantology workshops and
who stepped in at short notice during 
the Naples workshop as an adept translator; 
Gloria Custance, who translated hundreds 
of pages of often difficult texts into compre-
hensible English and helped us with copy-
editing; Nadine Minkwitz, who from 2005
to 2008 supported and assisted us at all lev-
els; Silvia Wagnermaier, who is actually the
inventor of Variantology and who worked 
on the project in the early years with great
commitment in addition to her responsibili-
ties as supervisor of the Vilém-Flusser-
Archiv; Franz Fischer, who helped, when it
became difficult with Latin texts; Andreas
Henrich, Rector of the KHM during the
first years in Cologne, and Martin Rennert,
President of the Berlin University of Arts for
the good will they have shown our project.

The decisive factor for the Variantology
project becoming a reality was once again
the economy of friendship. It is the only
economy that one can consistently rely upon
and within which it is an enduring and great
pleasure to work.

Siegfried Zielinski/Eckhard Fürlus — Berlin,
May 2011
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